








 

Annexure I (Photos of the event) 

 

Release of the Abstract Book by the dignitaries 

 

Chief Guest Prof. Ashutosh Sharma, Former President of INSA, addressing the gathering during 

the inaugural function  



 

 

Group photograph of the participants with the chief guest Prof. Ashutosh Sharma, dignitaries and 

other delegates.   

 

 

Winners receiving certificates at the hands of Prof. Sundar Dhir, registrar Goa University during 

the valedictory function in presence chief guest Shri Subhash Shirodkar, Hon’ble Minister for 

Water Resources, Goa Government.  



 

 

Chief Guest ,Shri Subhash Shirodkar, Hon’ble Minister for Water Resources, Goa Government, 

delivering his address at the valedictory function.  

 

Annexure II* (Brief Biodata of the resource persons)  

1) Ashutosh Sharma 

Ashutosh Sharma is Institute Chair Professor at IIT Kanpur, President of the Indian National 

Science Academy (2023-). He served as Co-chair of S20/G20 (2023) and a former Secretary to the 

Government of India heading its Department of Science and Technology (2015- 2021). He was a 

Professor and the Head (2003-05) of Chemical Engineering, and the founding Coordinator of 

Nanosciences Center and Advanced Imaging Center at the Indian Institute of Technology at 

Kanpur. 

 

2) Dr. Mrutyunjay Suar 

Entrepreneurial professor with Master’s in Marine Biotechnology from Goa University, PhD in 

Molecular Microbiology from University of Delhi in 2003 and Postdoc at ETH Zurich, 

Switzerland. He returned to India and established the School of Biotechnology in 2007 under KIIT 

University in Bhubaneswar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3) Prof. Sujata D. Kadam 

Prof. Sujata D. Kadam is a senior academician, clinician, and administrator with over 29 years of 

experience in teaching, research, and clinical practice in Ayurveda. She is currently serving as 

Dean (Academic & Administration), All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), Goa, and Head of 

Department (Prasuti Tantra & Streerog) at AIIA, New Delhi and Goa. She has also been officially 

entrusted with the additional charge of Director (I/c), AIIA since November 2025. She holds 

degrees of B.A.M.S., M.S. (Prasuti Tantra & Streerog), and Ph.D. in Prasuti Tantra. With extensive 

leadership experience, she has served as Dean at AIIA New Delhi for 5 years and Dean at AIIA 

Goa for 2.5 years, and as HoD for over 22 years at reputed institutions. Prof. Kadam is a recognized 

Ph.D. guide across three universities, having supervised 56 postgraduate students and 11 Ph.D. 

scholars. 

 

4) Dr. Harsh Sheth 

Dr. Harsh Sheth, Ph.D. (Translational Genetics, Newcastle University, UK) is an accomplished 

geneticist and translational researcher with expertise in next-generation sequencing (NGS), long-

read sequencing, computational biology, cancer prevention, male infertility, rare disease 

diagnostics, molecular epidemiology, and personalised medicine. Dr. Sheth has secured 25 

research grants and scholarships since 2008, with cumulative funding exceeding ₹8 crores, 

supported by national and international agencies including ICMR, UK Medical Research Council, 

Wellcome Trust, Gujarat State Biotech Mission, Bristol-Myers Squibb–Pfizer Alliance, and New 

York Academy of Sciences, among others. He has authored 46 peer-reviewed international 

publications, 3 book chapters, 1 technology white paper, and holds 1 worldwide patent on an NGS-

based MSI assay along with 2 national patents on smMIP-based SNV and CNV detection. He is 

an active member of leading professional bodies such as ASCO, ASHG, ESHG, NYAS, and ISHG, 

and has served as a panel member for South Africa’s Open Genome Project, ICMR’s Sub-

Committee on Precision Oncology, and ISMPO Rectal Cancer Guidelines. 

 

5) Dr. Arnab Banerjee 

Dr. Arnab Banerjee is an Associate Professor of Zoology at Banaras Hindu University (BHU), 

Varanasi, with over a decade of experience in teaching, research, and academic leadership in 

reproductive biology, endocrinology, and developmental physiology. He previously served as 

Associate Professor and Assistant Professor at the Department of Biological Sciences, BITS Pilani, 

K. K. Birla Goa Campus. 

 

 

6) Dr. Nareshkumar Jain 

Dr. Jain is the Founder and CEO of NJ Bio, Inc., a premier CRO/CDMO with a strong focus on 

antibody-drug conjugates (ADCs), antibody-oligonucleotide conjugates (AOCs), mRNA, siRNA, 

and other nucleic acid-based therapeutics. He has led numerous programs involving complex 

bioconjugation, linker-payload design, oligonucleotide conjugation, and GMP manufacturing. He 

also founded The Chemistry Research Solution (TCRS), acquired by Abzena in 2015, and spent 

over a decade in medicinal chemistry roles at Johnson & Johnson. 

 



 

7) Dr. D. Narasimhan 

Dr. D. Narasimhan is a retired Associate Professor of Plant Biology and Plant Biotechnology from 

Madras Christian College, Chennai, and a renowned expert in plant taxonomy, biodiversity 

conservation, and ethnobotany. He holds a Ph.D. in Plant Taxonomy from the University of 

Madras, along with M.Sc. and M.Phil. degrees in Botany from Madras Christian College. Dr. 

Narasimhan currently serves as a Member of the Expert Committee on Access and Benefit Sharing 

(ABS) of the National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai, and has also contributed to the Tamil Nadu 

State Biodiversity Board and various advisory bodies related to biodiversity policy, conservation 

education, and traditional knowledge systems. 

 

 

8) Dr. Latika Dawara 

Dr. Latika Dawara is an Assistant Controller of Patents & Designs at the Patent Office, Mumbai, 

with a PhD in Chemistry and CSIR-NET (JRF) qualification. She has 14 years of experience in 

patent examination of pharmaceutical and chemistry-related inventions and is Group Leader, 

Chemistry Group (since July 2023). She has extensive expertise in FERs, hearings, oppositions, 

and decisions on grant/refusal under the Indian Patents Act. Her landmark decision rejecting J&J’s 

bedaquiline patent significantly advanced public health access in 134 low- and middle-income 

countries. She is an internationally recognized expert, invited by WHO and represented India in 

global patent examination workshops. 

 

9) Varad Nagesh Samant 

Varad Nagesh Samant, a 29-year-old progressive farmer from Dharbandora, Goa, is a B. Com 

graduate who began his agricultural journey at the age of 24. Starting with bhendi cultivation on a 

2000 sq. m area, he gradually diversified into crops such as cucumber, cabbage, chilli, watermelon, 

alsande, and floriculture (marigold and rose). Challenging the common belief that carrots cannot 

be grown in Goa, he successfully cultivated carrots through scientific study and practical 

knowledge—marking a major turning point in his farming career. Driven by innovation and 

sustainability, he aspires to inspire at least ten more youths like himself to take up agriculture and 

contribute to the vision of Swayampurna Goa under Hon’ble CM Dr. Pramod Sawant and 

Atmanirbhar Bharat of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. 

 

10) Prof. Neel Sarovar Bhavesh 

Prof. Neel Sarovar Bhavesh is a Physical Chemist who obtained his PhD from TIFR, Mumbai 

(2003), specializing in protein and nucleic acid NMR spectroscopy. He developed landmark 3D 

triple-resonance NMR pulse sequences (HNN, HN(C)N) and discovered a novel C-tetrad in DNA 

quadruplexes. He received the TAA-Zita Lobo Memorial Award and an IUPAC Prize Honourable 

Mention for his PhD research. Prof. Bhavesh carried out postdoctoral research with Nobel Laureate 

Prof. Kurt Wüthrich at ETH Zürich. Since 2008, he has been a Group Leader at ICGEB, New 

Delhi, and played a key role in establishing high-field NMR facilities at ICGEB and NII. 

 

 

 



 

11) Dr. Jitendra Thakur 

Dr. Jitendra Thakur joined ICGEB New Delhi following an eleven years stint as a Scientist at the 

NIPGR, New Delhi. Earlier, Jitendra was an Assistant Professor at IISER-Kolkata. He earned his 

M.Phil. and Ph.D. in Plant Molecular Biology from University of Delhi South Campus and then 

got postdoctoral training at Harvard Medical School/MGH Cancer Center, Boston, USA. He has 

got several prestigious awards and fellowships including NASI-Reliance Industries Platinum 

Jubilee Award, INSA Young Scientist Medal, Innovative Young Biotechnologist Award of 

Department of Biotechnology, Prof Archana Sharma Memorial Award of Indian Science Congress 

and Fellowship for Medical Discovery from Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston. He has been 

elected as a Fellow of The National Academy of Sciences, India. 

 

12) Prof. Imran Uddin 

Prof. Imran Uddin is a Professor at Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences 

(SIMATS), Chennai, India. He earned his Ph.D. in Biotechnology from CSIR–National Chemical 

Laboratory, Pune, and an M.Sc. in Marine Biotechnology from Goa University. He has held 

research and academic positions internationally, including Senior Research Scientist at the 

University of Pannonia, Hungary, Postdoctoral Fellow at Rhodes University (South Africa) and 

Korea University (Republic of Korea), and Assistant Professor at Aligarh Muslim University, 

Aligarh. 

 

13) Dr. Khurshed Ahmad Shah 

Dr. Khurshed Ahmad Shah is an Associate Professor in the PG Department of Physics, Sri Pratap 

College, School of Sciences, Cluster University Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India. He holds 

M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees in Physics and is a Fellow of the Institute of Physics (IOP), London, 

and a Member of the National Academy of Sciences (MNAs). 

 

14) Mr. C. Achalender Reddy 

Mr. C. Achalender Reddy is a 1986 batch Indian Forest Service officer who retired at the level of 

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF), Arunachal Pradesh. He assumed charge as 

Chairperson, National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) on 01 December 2022 at Chennai. Hailing 

from a farming family in Yerragollapahad village, Jangaon district, Telangana, Mr. Reddy is an 

alumnus of Acharya N.G. Ranga Agricultural University, Hyderabad. He has over 34 years of 

distinguished service in the AGMUT cadre, serving in Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram, 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands, and Andhra Pradesh in various leadership positions, including 

Managing Director, Goa Forest Development Corporation, Director, National Bamboo Mission 

(Goa), and Director, Centre for Innovations in Public Systems (ASCI), Hyderabad. 

 

15) Dr. C. R. K. Reddy 

Dr. C. R. K. Reddy, a distinguished scientist in the field of marine macroalgae research and 

biotechnology. Dr. Reddy currently serves as Head of Business Development (Tropical Seaweeds) 

at NPPL by UPL, Bangalore, and holds an honorary Adjunct Professorship at the Institute of 

Chemical Technology (ICT-Mumbai). With over three decades of pioneering work, Dr. Reddy has 

made significant contributions to seaweed cultivation, bioprocessing, and sustainable utilization, 



 

shaping India’s seaweed farming landscape. His illustrious career includes serving as DBT Energy 

Biosciences Chair Professor at ICT-Mumbai and as Chief Scientist at CSIR-Central Salt & Marine 

Chemicals Research Institute, where he led transformative research for 25 years. 

 

16) Dr. T. S. Keshava Prasad 

Center for Omics & Systems Medicine (C-OSM) | K. S. Hegde Medical Academy (KSHEMA) | 

Nitte (Deemed to be University) Mangalore. Dr. T. S. Keshava Prasad is a Professor and Director 

of the Center for Omics & Systems Medicine (C-OSM) at K. S. Hegde Medical Academy 

(KSHEMA), Nitte (Deemed to be University), Mangalore. He holds a Ph.D. in Botany from Goa 

University (2004) and is an internationally recognized expert in proteomics, proteogenomics, 

phosphoproteomics, and metabolomics, with a focus on multi-omics approaches for molecular 

profiling of human diseases, pathogens, and vectors. 

 

17) Prof. Sukanta Mondal 

Dr. Mondal works in the field of bioinformatics and computational biology to address various 

challenging questions in bio-molecular science. He obtained his Ph.D. degree from Indian Institute 

of Science, Bengaluru in 2007, under the supervision of Prof. Ramakumar S, for thesis work titled 

"Contributions to venom informatics: sequence-structure-function studies of toxins from marine 

cone snails. Gathering rich experience at both national and international levels, he initiated his 

Annotate Biomolecules Computationally (ABC) research group at BITS Pilani, K. K. Birla Goa 

campus in the year 2012, which currently has various doctoral, graduate and undergraduate 

students. 

 

18) Dr. Raghavendra Goud Vaggu 

Dr. Raghavendra Goud Vaggu is a seasoned biotechnology and biopharma leader with over 25 

years of industry experience spanning drug discovery, bioprocessing, diagnostics, and translational 

research. He is currently the Executive Director at Pharm NXT Biotech, focusing on advanced 

bioprocessing, separation, and purification technologies. Previously, he served as Global CEO of 

EMPE Diagnostics and as Country Head (India & South Asia) at Cytiva, where he led large teams, 

managed revenues exceeding USD 240 million, and played a key role in supporting COVID-19 

vaccine manufacturing. He is a Technical Evaluation Panel Member at BIRAC (DBT, Govt. of 

India) and serves in advisory roles for multiple biotech startups. 

 

 

 














































