
 

 

Goa University 

D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies  

Sociology And Social Work Discipline 

VISITING FACULTY LECTURE TITLED "CHANGING CONTOURS OF 

ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH." On 19/08/2026 

1. Title of the Event/Activity/program Visiting Faculty Lecture titled "Changing 

Contours of Ethnographic Research." by 

Professor Nilika Mehrotra, Centre for the 

Study of Social Systems, School of Social 

Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, on 19 

August 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in 

BG 03, Faculty Block B 

2. Date and Time  19 August 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 

noon 

 

3. Mode of conduct (Physical/Online) Physical 

4. School/ Directorate/ Section D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and 

Behavioural Studies (DDKSSSBS)  

5. Detail of the Resource Person (Brief 

biodata) 

 Nilika Mehrotra is Professor at the Centre 

for the Study of Social Systems (CSSS), 

School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU), New Delhi, with over three 

decades of teaching and research experience 

in sociology and social anthropology. She 

holds an M.Sc. in Anthropology and a Ph.D. 

in Social Anthropology from the University of 

Delhi. Her research focuses on gender and 

development, tribal studies, disability studies, 

ethnographic methods, and food and 

rituals. She was awarded the prestigious 

Fulbright-Nehru Senior Research Fellowship 

(2013–2014) at the University of California, 

Berkeley, USA and has served as Editor of the 

journal Indian Anthropologist. Professor 

Mehrotra has supervised numerous M.Phil. 

and Ph.D. scholars, authored and edited 



 

several books, and published extensively in 

leading national and international journals on 

themes such as disability, gender, 

ethnography and tribal communities, making 

her one of India's distinguished scholars in 

qualitative and ethnographic research. 

6. Number of Faculty attended/participated 10 

 

7. Number of students participated 37 (M. A. students) 

8. The objectives of the 

Program/activity/event 

1. To familiarize students with the 

changing nature and contemporary 

trends in ethnographic research in the 

social sciences. 

2. To enhance students' understanding of 

classical and emerging approaches to 

ethnographic fieldwork, including 

digital, multi-sited, collaborative, and 

reflexive ethnography. 

3. To encourage students to critically 

appreciate the relevance of 

ethnography in understanding complex 

social realities and informing social 

interventions. 

9. Description of the 

Program/activity/event 

A Visiting Faculty lecture on “Changing 

Contours of Ethnographic Research” was 

organized by the Discipline of Sociology and 

Social work. The lecture was delivered by 

Prof. Nilika Mehrotra , who provided valuable 

insights into ethnography, its changing nature 

and its significance in sociological and 

anthropological research. The lecture began 

with a discussion on the meaning and 

significance of ethnography as a method of 

studying society and culture.  

Prof. Mehrotra explained the importance of 

entering the field and understanding the 

everyday experiences of people. She 

emphasized that ethnographic research 

requires the researcher to engage closely with 

the field rather than simply collecting 

information from a distance. One of the 



 

important aspects discussed was thick 

description.  

The lecture highlighted that ethnographers 

need to understand not only what people do 

but also the meanings and contexts behind 

their actions. The speaker further discussed 

the importance of fieldwork and access to the 

field.  

The lecture emphasized that the researcher’s 

relationship with the field can influence the 

knowledge produced through ethnographic 

research. Prof. Mehrotra discussed the role of 

subjectivity, reflexivity, introspection and 

self-criticism. Researchers need to be aware 

of their own position, assumptions and 

influence while conducting fieldwork and 

interpreting their findings.  

Another significant area of discussion was the 

changing contours of ethnography. The 

lecture examined how ethnography has 

expanded beyond conventional approaches 

and increasingly engages with different social 

groups and perspectives. The discussion also 

touched upon issues related to colonial 

knowledge, representation and marginalised 

voices. The lecture introduced students to 

auto-ethnography and explained how personal 

experiences can also become a source for 

understanding wider cultural and social 

processes. The importance of studying social 

groups and understanding knowledge from 

different perspectives was also emphasized. 

The speaker discussed gender and feminist 

perspectives, including the understanding of 

gender as a social construct. The lecture 

encouraged students to critically examine 

whose voices are represented in research and 

whose perspectives may remain unheard. 

Questions of power, positionality and 

representation were therefore important 

themes of the discussion.  

The lecture provided students with an 

opportunity to think critically about the nature 



 

of ethnographic knowledge and the changing 

role of the researcher. It encouraged students 

to ask important questions about whose 

knowledge is produced, who has access to 

knowledge, whose voice is represented and 

how researchers themselves influence the 

research process. 

 

10. Benefit/Key outcomes of the 

Program/activity/event 

1. Trace the evolution of ethnographic 

research and identify contemporary 

developments in ethnographic 

methodology. 

2. Develop a critical understanding of the 

application of ethnographic methods in 

Sociology and Social Work research. 

3. Apply ethnographic perspectives in 

designing research projects and 

addressing contemporary social issues 

through qualitative inquiry. 

11. Enclosures with report Student Attendance and Geo-Tagged 

Photographs. 

 

Name of the Coordinators: 

 

Dr. Mozinha Fernandes 

Assistant Professor of Sociology 

 

 

Mr. Keval K. Naik 

Assistant Professor Social Work  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


