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GOA UNIVERSITY 
Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature & 

D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies 
 

Event Report on 
LOVE AND WAR - INDEPENDENCE DAY COMMEMORATION 2026 

 
To commemorate India’s Independence Day, the Shenoi Goembab School of 
Languages and Literature (SGSLL), in collaboration with the D.D. Kosambi School of 
Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies (DDKSSS&BS), organised an event titled ‘Love 
& War’ on 14th August 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in the Seminar Hall, Block 
B, Goa University. 

The event opened with an address by Dr. Irene Silveira Almeida, Assistant Professor of 
French and Event Coordinator, who laid out the rationale behind the event. She noted 
that every year the Discipline of French and Francophone Studies has been organising 
events for the Independence Day Commemoration that bring together the franco-
indian connections, along with themes of interest to the larger public. She underlined 
the significance of such initiatives and its implications for research and academic rigour.  

Prof. Nagendra Rao, Dean, DDKSSS&BS, then addressed the gathering, underlining the 
importance of bringing lesser-known histories to light and commending the 
collaborative effort between the two schools. 

The first segment of the event was a screening of Vijay Singh's docu-fiction Farewell 
My Indian Soldier. Vijay Singh is an Indian filmmaker, screenplay-writer, and novelist 
based in Paris. His film offers a moving portrayal of the 150,000 Indian soldiers who 
fought in France and Belgium during the First World War,  a virtually unknown chapter 
of history. Drawing on rare archival material, historical testimonies, century-old Indian 
war songs, and 600 letters written home, the film traces these soldiers' experiences 
through the lens of love and human affection. 

The second segment featured a discussion on the film alongside a sharing of oral 
histories. Mrs. Marise D'Lima, former faculty of the Department of Portuguese, Goa 
University, and current Secretary, Alliance Française, Panaji, was the special invitee. 
She shared fascinating oral histories of the German presence in Goa during the Second 
World War, highlighting how human connections endured even amid the horrors of 
war. The segment was moderated by Ms. Veda Kansar, student, M.A. History, Goa 
University. 

In her closing address, Prof. Anuradha Wagle, Dean, SGSLL, observed that history is 
made not only by kings, generals, and political leaders, but equally by ordinary people. 
She noted that recovering forgotten voices also means recovering parts of our shared 
humanity, and urged the students in the audience to treat the event as a starting point 
for further research in this direction. 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Anthony Gomes, Event Co-ordinator 
and Programme Director, B.A. French, Goa University. He remarked that the day's 
event was not about victors' history, but history from below, and extended his  
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POSTER OF THE EVENT 
 

  

 
Link to post : 
https://www.instagram.com/french_goauniversity?igsh=Z2sxOHQ5cmZnNDNv     
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/french_goauniversity?igsh=Z2sxOHQ5cmZnNDNv
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GEO-TAGGED AND NON-GEOTAGGED PHOTOS 
 

 
Group picture (opening) - In the presence of Prof. Nagendra Rao (Dean, DDKSSS&BS), along with Dr. 

Anthony Gomes (P.D., B.A. French & Event coordinator),Dr. Nalini Naik (P.D., M.A. History), and Dr. Irene 
Silveira Almeida (Event coordinator) 

  

 
Group picture (closing) - In the presence of Prof. Anuradha Wagle (Dean, SGSLL) and Mrs. Marise D’Lima 

(Guest invitee), along with Dr. Anthony Gomes (P.D., B.A. French & Event coordinator) and Dr. Irene 
Silveira Almeida (Event coordinator) 
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Attendees during the screening of Vijay Singh’s docu-fiction Farewell my Indian Soldier 

 
Expression of Oral Histories by Mrs. Marise D’Lima (Guest invitee), moderated by Ms. Veda Kansar 

(Student, M.A. History) 
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Dr. Irene Silveira Almeida (Event Coordinator) 

delivering the opening address) 

 
Prof. Nagendra Rao (Dean, DDKSSS&BS) delivering 

the welcome address 

 
Prof. Anuradha Wagle (Dean, SGSLL) delivering the 

closing address 

 
Dr. Anthony Gomes (P.D., B.A. French & Event 

Coordinator) proposing the Vote of Thanks 
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LIST OF ATTENDEES 
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