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The Discipline of History, 

D. D. Kosambi School of Social Seiences and Behavioural Studies 

REPORT 

HIS-6208 An Introduction to Manuscriptology and Paleography with 

Reference to Modi Seript from 05 January 2026 to 16 January 2026 

A 2-credit course, "HIS-6208 An Introduction to Manuscriptology and Paleography with 

Reference to Modi Script," was conducted by the Discipline of History, D. D. Kosambi School 

of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, Goa University, in collaboration with the 

Department of Goa Gazetteer & Historical Records, Government of Goa, from 05 January 2026 

to 16 January 2026. A total of 76 participants registered for the course; however, 63 attended 

and completed. Among these 76 participants, 13 were faculty members from Goa University 

and Colleges, 8 were public, and 55 were students from the Disciplines of History, Marathi, 

and English. Dr. Girish Dattatray Mandke, Former Curator, Maratha History Museum, Deccan 

College, Pune, was the course instructor, and all the classes were held from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 

p.m. at the Seminar Hall, Faculty BlockB, Goa University. 
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The inaugural ceremony of the course was held on 05 January 2026 at 02:00 p.m. Dr. Parag D. 
Parobo, the course's Coordinator and Associate Professor of History, introduced the course and 
its instructor, Dr. Girish Dattatray Mandke, and briefed participants on the guidelines and 
expectations. The Chief Guest for the inaugural ceremony was Dr. Joanna Coelho, Professor 
of Sociology and Vice Dean (Research), D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and 
Behavioural Studies. In her inaugural address, Prof. Coelho highlighted the importance of the 
course as a part of Indian Knowledge Systems. The Guest of Honour, Dr. Balaji S. Shenvi, 
Executive Editor & Ex officio Joint Secretary, Government of Goa, highlighted the importance 
of the Modi script in constructing the history of Goa. Shri. Vinod Kankonkar, Programme 
Director, History, proposeda vote of thanks. 

The course aimed to introduce participants to the Modi script, a prominent cursive writing with 
conjoined letter forms and abbreviated vowels. The course was based on learning about Modi 

through the Modi documentation, enabling students to read, transcribe, and analyse historical 

records. A spiral-bound volume of course material for personal use and study, shared by Dr. 

Mandke, was made available to all the registered participants. The course was structured into 

30 sessions, each 60 minutes long. 

The course included the following topics: 

1. History, usage, and decline of the Modi script. 

2. Origin and development of Brahmi, Nagari, Balbodh, and Devanagiri. 
3. Introduction to Modi manuscripts. Types of Modi manuscripts. 

4. Modi Barakhadi. Alphabets. Vowels, Consonants. Compound words. Sentences. Linguistic 
features of Modi documents. 
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5. Dating: Shaka, Hijri, Fasali, Suhursan, Rajyabhisheka. Techniques for interpreting Modi 
numbers and converting dates from the Hindu (Saka) or Islamic calendar to the Gregorian 
calendar. 

6. Reading and Transcribing Archival Documents. Reading practice using old documents, 

manuscripts, and letters, particularly those from the Maratha history. 

7. Preparing the Index and summaries of the Modi documents. 

A valedictory function was held at 4:00 p.m. on 16 January 2026. Participants were invited to 

provide feedback on the themes, methodologies, and effectiveness in learning and transcribing 

the Modi script. Dr. Mandke shared his experiences focusing on his interactive teaching 

methodologies and practical, hands-on learning techniques. The Chief Guest, Professor 
Nagendra Rao, Dean of D. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, 

Goa University, delivered the valedictory address and felicitated the course instructor, Dr. 

Mandke. The course concluded with the distribution of certificates to the participants. Shri. 

Vinod Kankonkar, Programme Director, History, proposed a vote of thanks. 

Nege Prof. Nagendra Rao, 
Dean, D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences & 

Behavioural Studies, Goa University 

DEAN 
D. D. Kosambi Schopl of Social Sci nces 

& Behavioural Studus 
Goa Univye rçity 
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Parag D. Parobo, Ph.D., 

Associate Professor of History, 

Coordinator of the Course 

ONIVEA 
TALEIGAO 
PLATEAU 
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Ref: 1/38/2025/GGHR -2H7 

Dr. Parag Porobo 

DEPARTMENT OF GOA GAZETTEER & HISTORICAL RECORDS 
BSNL TELEPHONE EXCHANGE BUILDING 

Associate Professor of History 
DDKSSSBS, Goa University 

Sir. 

RNMENT 

ATMANIRBHARBHARAT 
SWAYAMPURNAGOA 

MIRAMAR-GOA 403002 

Behaviourals Studies. 

Dated:7th October 2025 

Sub: Regarding Introduction of New Curriculum 

With reference to above cited subject and in continuation to our discussion, we have 
enclosed herewith the draft of a curriculum titled 'An Introduction to Manuseriptology and 
Paleography with Reference to Modi Seript' which may be made part of the under graduation 
and Post-graduation level teaching curriculum in order to enhance skill based education to the 
students. 

There are very limited scholars who know Modi script and there are several records in this 

script which are yet to be deciphered. In this regard imparting the skill of Modi script will equip 

the students to undertake research and also this will help in safeguarding the script which was once 
used. 

The proposal is submitted for seeking necessary approvals of the competent authorities in 

Goa University as per the established procedure for vetting the syllabus attached herewith and for 

undertaking the course in joint collaboration with DD Kosambi School of Social Sciences and 

Encl:- As above 

Email:eed-gaz.goa @gov.in 

The expenditure regarding printing and stationery, food and refreshment, Honorarium to 
the resource person and any other expenses will be borne by this Department. University may 
provide. local hospitality and infrastructural facilities for this course. 

In view of the above, for the revival of this historical seript imparting the knowledge about 
the script amongst the students is the need of an hours. Hoping to receive co-operation in this 

endeavour. 

Yours faithfully. 

(Dr. Balaji S Shenvy) 
Executive Editor, & 

Ex-ofticio Joint Secretary Government of Goa 

Contact: 0832 226302 








































































































