
Goa University 

The Discipline of History, 

D. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies 

REPORT 

Lecture Series on Africa by Dr. Maciel Santos, Professor, Department of 

History, Political and International Studies, University of Porto, Portugal 
(14-17 July 2026) 

The Discipline of History at the D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural 

Studies organised a lecture series on Africa by Dr. Maciel Santos, Professor at the Department 

of History, Political and International Studies, University of Porto, Portugal, from 14 to 17 July 

2026. This initiative was part of the Erasmus+ StaffTeaching Mobility Programme. All lectures 

took place from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Seminar Hall, Faculty Block B. 

The inaugural ceremony was held on 14 July 2026 at 2:30 p.m. Dr. Parag D. Parobo, Associate 

Professor and coordinator, introduced the lecture series and Dr. Maciel Santos, and outlined the 

guidelines and expectations. The Chief Guest, Dr. Nagendra Rao, Professor of History and 
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Dean of the D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, delivered the 

inaugural address. Prof. Rao highlighted Africa's importance in global history and stressed the 

value of international academic engagement with students and faculty. 

Dr. Maciel Santos delivered lectures on the Genesis of Colonial Africa, Colonial Societies, 

Social Change after 1945, and the Decolonisation process. He emphasised that African history 

is integral to global economic, political, and social developments. Dr. Santos challenged 

traditional narratives that portray Africans only as passive victims, instead highlighting local 

agency, negotiation, and strategies under imperial rule. He argued that African colonialism is 

closely tied to the expansion and accumulation goals of global capitalism. Colonial 

administrations, taxation, and forced labour extracted capital and shaped political economies 

across Africa. Dr. Santos noted that Colonial Africa underwent significant changes from the 

late nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century. After the Berlin Conference, European powers 

imposed new political boundaries, economic systems, and social structures. Colonial states 

extracted resources and controlled labour, fundamentally altering African societies. After 

World War II, increased African political consciousness and global power shifts accelerated 

demands for independence. The decolonisation process varied by region, with some areas 

achieving peacefultransitions and others experiencing prolonged conflict. The legacy of 

colonialism continues to influence African development and remains a subject of critical 

historical debate. 

Attendance was 34 participants on 14 July, 54 on 15 July, and 25 on 16 July. Attendees included 

students and faculty from the Disciplines of History, International Relations, Portuguese and 

French. 
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On 17 July, Dr. Santos participated in a special session with faculty from the D.D. Kosambi 

School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, the Shenoi Goembab School of Languages 

and Literature, and the School of International and Area Studies. The session, held from 2:30 

p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Seminar Hall., Faculty Block B, focused on research collaboration, 

network building, securing grants for specialised research, organising international 

conferences, and developing joint projects and publications. Nineteen faculty members 

attended, representing the Disciplines of History, Sociology, Political Science, French, 

Portuguese, and International Relations. The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. 

Nagendra Rao, Dean, D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, Goa 

University. 

Prof. Nagefdra Rao, 
Dean, D.D, Kosambi School of Social Sciences & 

Behavioural Studies, Goa University 

DEAN 
D. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences 

& Behavioural Studies 
Goa University 

3 

Parag D. Parobo, Ph.D., 

Associate Professor of History, 

Coordinator 
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Welcome to Dr. Maciel Santos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dr. Maciel Santos delivering lecture 
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